EPJ Appl. Metamat. 7, 9 (2020)
© J. Nan et al., published by EDP Sciences, 2021
https://doi.org/10.1051/epjam/2020011
Available online at:
epjam.edp-open.org

Metamaterial Research Updates from China

RESEARCH ARTICLE

Actively modulated propagation of electromagnetic wave
in hybrid metasurfaces containing graphene
Jiameng Nan, Ruisheng Yang, Jing Xu, Quanhong Fu, Fuli Zhang, and Yuancheng Fan*
Key Laboratory of Light Field Manipulation and Information Perception, Ministry of Industry and Information Technology and
School of Physical Science and Technology, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710129, PR China
Received: 10 November 2020 / Accepted: 16 December 2020
Abstract. Here we present the actively modulated transportation of electromagnetic wave through hybrid
metasurfaces containing graphene. The hybrid metasurfaces are composed of patterned metallic layers of
extraordinary transmission and backed with graphene-sandwich layers. With the designed metallic layer with
perforated structure, we demonstrated effective modulation on the on-resonance transmission amplitude by
increasing the bias voltage from 0 to 4 V to electrically tune the Fermi level as well as the sheet resistance of the
graphene-sandwich structure. We also found that the modulation depth can be further improved by properly
designing the perforated metallic structure. By change the geometry from cut-wire structure to the “butterﬂy”like pattern we preliminarily achieved 19.2% improvement on the on-resonance transmission modulation. The
measured transmittances of the active metasurfaces show good agreement with the numerical simulations with
ﬁtted graphene sheet resistances. The hybrid metasurfaces presented in this work may be deployed in a wide
range of applications based on active electromagnetic or optical modulations.
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1 Introduction
Metamaterials are artiﬁcially engineered subwavelength
micro/nano-structures with novel optical properties hard
to be found in natural materials [1–5]. Since their optical
properties of can be arbitrarily and rationally designed by
controlling the geometries of the structures, metamaterial
and its two-dimensional (2D) counterpart, that is, the
metasurface [6–11] have been proved to be a promising
route for subwavelength optics or metaoptics based on
metadevices [12]. In contrast to three-dimensional (3D)
bulk metamaterials, metasurfaces with periodically arranged simple planar structures on 2D surfaces have been
implanted for fully controlling of the state (amplitude,
frequency, polarization, and phase) of light [13–17].
Although it has been proved that the metasurface is very
powerful for manipulating light with enhanced interactions. The narrow operation band of metasurface may
obstacle it to practical application due to the resonant
nature of the composed structures.
Graphene stimulated and led the research upsurge in
two-dimensional materials [18,19] since its ﬁrst exfoliation
from graphite by Geim and Novoselov [20,21]. In photonics
and optoelectronics, it has also been widely investigated for
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potential applications based on the enabled stronger
binding of surface plasmon polaritons [22–25] and the
ultra-wideband tunability in optical response through
electrostatic ﬁeld, magnetic ﬁeld, or chemical doping.
The wideband optical tunability of graphene provides
the opportunity for realizing frequency-agile responses in
metasurfaces containing the 2D sheet [26–28]. There have
been numerous reports on scientiﬁc advances in graphene
based metamaterials or metasurfaces especially in optical
domain [29–31]. And some progresses have also been made
with large scale graphene for lower frequency applications
such as modulators, absorbers, and switches [32–44]. In this
paper, we propose and demonstrate a kind hybrid
metasurface based modulator in a more challenging case,
i.e. the active modulation of transmitted wave since most of
the works in microwave band were focused on the
modulation of reﬂection [45,46]. The hybrid metasurfaces
are composed of perforated metallic layers studied for
extraordinary transmission [47–50] and backed with
graphene-electrolyte-graphene sandwich structures. The
extraordinary transmission structure was employed for the
purpose of high modulation of transmittance in which the
modulation depth is mainly limited by the conductivity
range of the used graphene. Effective modulation on the onresonance transmission amplitude was demonstrated by
increasing the bias voltage from 0 to 4 V to electrically tune
the Fermi level as well as the sheet resistance of the
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hybrid metasurface. The metallic pattern is 35 mm-thick
copper on a 1 mm thick Teﬂon substrate and is fabricated
through the standard printed circuit board (PCB)
technology. The Teﬂon substrate was cut to dimension
of 22.86  10.16 mm2 corresponding to the cross-section of
a standard waveguide WR90. In our simulations, the
boundary conditions in the x- and y-directions are set to the
electrical boundaries, and the z-direction is set to the open
boundary. In our experiments, the scattering parameters of
the hybrid metasurface are measured inside a standard
waveguide of WR90, where the TE10 mode with an electric
ﬁeld polarizing along the y direction is normally incident on
the hybrid metasurface.
Since the wavelength in the microwave regime is much
larger than the thickness of the graphene, the graphene in
our design is modeled as a surface without thickness whose
complex surface conductivity is s g. The Kubo formula is
always used to characterize the conductivity of graphene
[51], which includes two parts: intraband item and
interband item. In the microwave band, the intraband
contribution of graphene has a much greater inﬂuence than
the interband item in terms of the conductivity, the
interband item can be ignored, and the conductivity can be
simpliﬁed as [52,53]:
Fig. 1. Schematic illustration of the hybrid metasurfaces
consisting of the patterned metallic layer and the electrically
biased graphene sandwich structure.

graphene-sandwich structure. We also found that the
modulation depth can be further improved by properly
designing the perforated metallic structure.

2 Results and discussion
Figure 1 schematically shows the proposed hybrid metasurface composed of graphene-sandwich layers and perforated
metallic structure, which is capable of dynamically
manipulating extraordinary transmission under different
bias voltages. In our design, double graphene monolayers
(serve as graphene electrodes with dimension of 40 
20 mm2) are attached to both side of a 50 mm-thick
diaphragm paper (serve as an electrolyte layer) which is
entirely soaked in ionic liquid ([DEME] [TFSI]) and is of
the same size as the graphene layers, forming a graphenesandwich structure. The graphene-sandwich layers are
adhered to a 125 mm-thick Polyethylene terephthalate
(PET) substrate. After applying the bias voltage, the
graphene electrodes will polarize the electrolyte and form
ionic bilayers of opposite polarity on graphene electrodes,
which can generate the vertical bias. Therefore, the
positive and negative ions will move and accumulate on
the graphene electrodes, serving as a supercapacitor. The
carrier concentration as well as the graphene’s Fermi level
can be effectively modulated through continuously controlling the bias voltage applied on the graphene electrodes.
To electrically manipulate the extraordinary transmission,
the metallic layer with perforated structure is then located
on the top of the graphene-sandwich layers, forming a
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where e is the electron charge, and KB and h are the
Boltzmann constant and the reduced Planck constant,
respectively. T is the room temperature. t is the relaxation
time and EF is the Fermi level. Furthermore, the
microwave frequency range we studied is rather narrow,
in that the surface conductivity or resistance can be
modeled as a constant in comparison with experimental
results.
To conﬁrm that the graphene-sandwich layers can be
efﬁciently modulated by the bias voltage, we ﬁrstly
measured the transmission characteristics of a graphenesandwich sample under different voltages. Then we
compared the experimental results with the simulation
results to conclude the relationship between the impedance
of the graphene-sandwich layers and the bias voltage
(Fig. 2). First, a DC voltage is applied to the graphene
electrodes of the sandwiched layers. And then the
graphene-sandwich layer with the voltage is placed in
the middle of the WR90 waveguide. The scattering
parameters of the sample are measured by a vector
network analyzer (Anritsu). The sheet resistances of the
graphene-sandwich layers under different bias voltages
from 0 to 4 V are shown in Figure 2. When there is no
voltage applied, the sheet resistance of the graphenesandwich layers reaches up to 1300 Vsq1. As the voltage
gradually increases, the resistance gradually decreases and
then tends to be ﬂat. The resistance is approximately
300 Vsq1 with the bias voltage increased to 4 V. Thus, we
proved that the bias voltage can efﬁciently and conveniently tune the electromagnetic parameters of the
graphene-sandwich layers.
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We ﬁrst designed the metallic layer with perforated
structure composed of a cut-wire inside a hole (see inset in
Fig. 3a) to achieve a high on-resonance transmission in the
measured frequency range. The cut-wire structure could
ﬁrstly localize the incident waves at a subwavelength scale
and then couple with the hole and radiate toward forward
direction to realize the extraordinary transmission.
Experimental and simulation results show that a high
transmission of 91% can be realized due to the extraordinary transmission (not shown here). We then placed the
perforated metallic structure on the top of the graphenesandwich layers for a hybrid metasurface (see Fig. 1) and
studied how the transmission spectra of the hybrid
metasurface changed under different bias voltages under
illumination. The transmission spectra of the hybrid
metasurface with metallic cut-wire under different resistances and voltages are shown in Figures 3a and 3b,
respectively. A fabricated sample is shown in the inset of
Figure 3b. The measured results show good agreement with
the simulated results. We can observe that the overall

Fig. 2. Electrically biased sheet resistance of the graphenesandwich structure under the different bias voltage.
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transmission decreases with the increased bias voltage. In
our experiment, when the voltage increases from 1.0 to
1.5 V, the transmittance decreases from 47.7% to 37.9% at
on-resonance frequency, which shows a large drop off of
9.8%. With further increasing the voltage, the transmittance spectrum slowly changes. For example, as the voltage
changes from 3.5 to 4.0 V, the transmission at on-resonance
frequency decreases from 24.4% to 20.9%, showing only a
3.5% drop off. The signiﬁcant drop from 1.0 to 1.5 V is due
to the possible introduction of chemical doping in the
preparation or transfer of the graphene. The two graphene
have different Fermi levels, so the charge neutral point
(CNP) of the graphene is shifted. At the CNP the graphene
resistance reaches the maximum value, while the capacitance reaches the minimum value. This trend is consistent
with the results in Figure 2. The transmission of the
perforated structure alone can reach up to 91% (not shown
here). However, the transmission is only 59.6%, showing a
31.4% drop off when the graphene-sandwich layer was
introduced. To reveal the energy losses in the metasurface,
we calculate the energy loss distribution of the hybrid
metasurface at on-resonance frequency 10.3 GHz. As
shown in Figure 3c, the energy loss of the hybrid
metasurface mainly occurs in the graphene-sandwich
layers, in particular in the graphene layers.
For metasurfaces, one can design and optimize the
geometry, size and electromagnetic parameters of their
building blocks to improve the performance. To reach a
higher extraordinary transmission and modulation depth,
we hereafter propose another metallic layer with perforated
structure that has a “butterﬂy”-like pattern. This symmetric “butterﬂy”-like conﬁguration can be better coupled to
the symmetrical incident wave in waveguide and then
radiates out, resulting a higher transmission as well as the
modulation depth.
The “butterﬂy”-like structure is schematically shown in
the inset of Figure 4a, and a fabricated sample is shown in
the inset of Figure 4b. Same as the ﬁrst cut-wire assisted
graphene hybrid metasurface, we placed the perforated
“butterﬂy”-like metallic structure on the top of the
proposed graphene-sandwich layers. The calculated and

Fig. 3. (a) Calculated and (b) measured transmission spectra of the hybrid metasurface with metallic cut-wire structure by changing
the sheet resistance from 400 to 1600 Vsq1, the external bias voltage changes from 0 to 4 V in experiments. The inset in (a) shows the
schematic of the cut-wire structure and the inset in (b) shows a fabricated sample. The geometric parameters are: L = 9 mm, W = 8 mm,
h = 8 mm, b = 2 mm, and d = 1 mm. (c) Energy loss distribution of the hybrid metasurface at frequency 10.3 GHz with a sheet
resistances of 1600 Vsq1.
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Fig. 4. (a) Calculated and (b) measured transmission spectra of the hybrid metasurface with metallic “butterﬂy”-like pattern by
changing the sheet resistance from 400 to 1600 Vsq1, the external bias voltage changes from 0 to 4 V in experiments. The inset in
(a) shows the schematic of the “butterﬂy”-like structure and the inset in (b) shows a fabricated sample. The geometric parameters are:
L = 7.3 mm, W = 7 mm, g = 1.3 mm, and d = 2.75 mm.

measured transmission spectra of this hybrid metasurface
under different resistances and different voltages are shown
in Figure 4. The measured results are also in good
agreement with the simulated results. The measured
transmission (see Fig. 4b) decreases from 59.0% to
43.9% at on-resonance frequency with the bias voltage
changing from 0.5 to 1.0 V, showing a larger drop off of
15.1%. As the voltage further increases, the transmittance
also slowly decreases. For example, as the voltage increases
from 3.5 to 4.0 V, the transmission drops from 23.5% to
21.8% at on-resonance frequency, showing only a 1.7% drop
off. Theoretically, the sheet resistance of the graphenesandwich layers can be further decreased as the voltage
continues to increase. However, in reality, the conductivity
of the graphene can only reach to a ﬁnite value due to some
factors such as the quality of graphene, the chemical
window of ionic liquid and the constructed model, and
the resulting transmission spectra cannot be further
modulated.
To intuitively visualize the differences of the two
hybrid metasurfaces, we here plot the on-resonance
transmission with different bias voltages, as shown in
Figure 5. The transmission of both hybrid metasurfaces
shows a downward trend with increased bias voltage. For
the ﬁrst hybrid metasurface with metallic cut-wire
structure, the transmission drops from 55.2% to
20.9%, while for the metallic “butterﬂy”-like pattern, it
drops from 62.7% to 21.8%, when the bias voltage
increases from 0 to 4 V. Obviously, for the second hybrid
metasurface with “butterﬂy”-like metallic pattern, the
modulation depth can be further improved, about 19.2%
improvement on the on-resonance transmission modulation is achieved. We note that although our results were
obtained in a waveguide system, the nearly same
modulation performances can also be realized with
periodic structures and large scale graphene samples in
free space.

Fig. 5. The transmission at the on-resonance frequency with
different bias voltages ranging from 0 to 4 V for the two hybrid
metasurfaces.

3 Conclusions
In summary, we have demonstrated that hybrid metasurfaces composed of perforated metallic layers on the top
of a graphene-sandwich structure for active modulation on
the on-resonance transmission amplitude. It is found that
the transmission of the hybrid metasurfaces can be
achieved by increasing the bias voltage from 0 to 4 V to
electrically tune the Fermi level as well as the sheet
resistance of the graphene-sandwich structure. By chang-
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ing the geometry from cut-wire structure to the “butterﬂy”like pattern, a 19.2% improvement on the on-resonance
transmission modulation is also realized. The proposed
design strategy of the hybrid metasurfaces is promising for
many applications based on active electromagnetic or
optical modulations.
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